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This brochure identifies specific locations 
on the Refuge to see birds and a few 
species of birds likely to be seen at each 
location. To fully enjoy birding you 
will need a field-guide for birds and a 
binocular. A field-pack that contains a 
birding field-guide and binocular may be 
checked out at the Visitor Center desk, 
without charge. Binoculars must be 
adjusted for each observer; instructions 
for adjustment are in the field-pack.

The birding sites listed below were 
selected because of easy access and a 
good probability of seeing birds. Only 
a few birds are listed per location so 
visitors can concentrate on those species 
and not be overwhelmed by all the birds 
that might be seen.

Prior to birding at a specific site, visitors 
should check the field-guide for field-
marks (identifying characteristics) of 
the species to be expected. The number 
after each species is the page on which 
the species is found in the Field Guide to 
Birds of North America, which is in the 
field-pack.

The time of day and weather strongly 
influence chances of seeing birds. 
Generally, birds are most visible a couple 
hours after sunrise and a couple hours 
before sunset. This does not mean that 
birds cannot be seen during midday,  
they can.

Keep in mind that birds have habitat 
preferences, so not all species will be seen 
in all habitats. Habitat types used in this 
list are oak woodland, prairie and lake.

Some species of birds do not migrate, 
so they can be seen all year. Other birds 
spend only the summer or winter on the 
Refuge, but might also be seen during 
migration (spring and fall).

Refuge-wide
All year: Canada Goose-47, Wild 
Turkey-149, Red-tailed Hawk-111, 
Mourning Dove-197, American Crow-279. 
Summer: Turkey Vulture-121, Mississippi 
Kite-123.
Winter: Northern Harrier-121, American 
Kestrel-127, Northern Flicker-219, 
Eastern Bluebird-257.

1. Environmental Education Center at 
Quanah Parker Lake
Oak woodland and lake. Hike the paved 
trail, the Quanah Parker EE trail and 
walk the pier. A rock bird-blind is east of 
the Restrooms, enter from the rear.

All year: Great Blue Heron-153, Red-
bellied Woodpecker-213, Carolina 
Chickadee-281, Tufted Titmouse-285, 
Northern Cardinal-373, Spotted 
Towhee-377.
Summer: Bewick’s Wren-289, Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher-293, Painted Bunting-375.
Winter: Gadwall-29, American 
Wigeon-29, Ring-necked Duck-33, Pied-
billed Grebe-55, American Coot-55, 
American Robin-253, Blue Jay-273, Dark-
eyed Junco-361.

2. Sunset Picnic Area
Oak woodland. Walk the picnic area 
and hike the Charon’s Gardens or Elk 
Mountain trail.

All year: Red-bellied Woodpecker-213, 
Carolina Chickadee-281, Tufted 
Titmouse-285, Northern Cardinal-373, 
Spotted Towhee-377.
Summer: Mississippi Kite (abundant 
in spring)-123, Bewick’s Wren-289, 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher-293, Painted 
Bunting-375.
Winter: American Robin-253, Blue Jay-
273, Dark-eyed Junco-361.

3. Lost Lake Picnic Area
Oak woodland and lake. Walk the picnic 
area and hike the Kite Trail.

All year: Great Blue Heron-153, Red-
bellied Woodpecker-213, Carolina 
Chickadee-281, Tufted Titmouse-285, 
Northern Cardinal-373, Spotted 
Towhee-377.
Summer: Bewick’s Wren-289, Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher-293, Painted Bunting-375.
Winter: Gadwall-29, American 
Wigeon-29, Ring-necked Duck-33, Pied-
billed Grebe-55, American Coot-55, 
American Robin-253, Blue Jay-273, Dark-
eyed Junco-361.

4. “Quanah Parker Lake & Dam” east end 
of lake 
Lake and prairie. The portion of the lake 
visible from the first pull-off on the right 
is good for waterfowl during winter and 
migration.
All year: Great Blue Heron-153, Eastern 
Meadowlark-335.
Summer: Killdeer-167, Dickcissel-335.
Winter: Gadwall-29, American 
Widgeon-29, Ring-necked Duck-33, 
American Coot-55. 

5. “Quanah Parker Lake & Dam” west end 
at dam
Lake and oak woodland. During the 
summer walk west of the dam on the 
Little Baldy Trail to search for the 
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endangered Black-capped Vireo-297. 
During winter check the lake for ducks.
All year: Carolina Chickadee-281, Tufted 
Titmouse-285, Northern Cardinal-373.
Summer: Painted Bunting-375.
Winter: Ring-necked Duck-33,   Pied-
billed  Grebe-55,  American  Coot-55.

6. Burford Lake Trail.
Prairie, oak woodland and lake. Hike the 
Burford Trail.

All year: Red-bellied Woodpecker-213, 
Carolina Chickadee-281, Tufted 
Titmouse-285, Northern Cardinal-373, 
Spotted Towhee-377.
Summer: Bewick’s Wren-289, Painted 
Bunting-375.
Winter: Gadwall-29, Ring-necked Duck-
33, Blue Jay-273, Dark-eyed Junco-361. 

7. French Lake and Longhorn Trail
Lake and oak woodland. Hike the 
Longhorn Trail, in winter check the lake 
for ducks.

All year: Red-bellied Woodpecker-213, 
Carolina Chickadee-281, Tufted 
Titmouse-285, Northern Cardinal-373.
Summer: Barn Swallow-233. In summer, 
many swallows nest in the fish-ladder at 
the dam.
Winter: Gadwall-29, American 
Widgeon-29, Ring-necked Duck-33, Dark-
eyed Junco-361.

8. Boulder Picnic Area
Oak woodland. Walk the picnic area and 
hike the Narrows Trail.

All year: Red-bellied Woodpecker-213, 
Carolina Chickadee-281, Tufted 
Titmouse-285, Northern Cardinal-373, 
Spotted Towhee-377.
Summer: Red-headed Woodpecker-211, 
Painted Bunting-375, Summer 
Tanager-329.
Winter: American Robin-253, Blue Jay-
273, Dark-eyed Junco-361.

9. Prairie Dog Town
Grassland.

All year: Eastern Meadowlark - 335.
Summer:  Killdeer-167, Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher-249, Dickcissel-335, Lark 
Sparrow-353.
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